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P.O. Box 790
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March 27, 2007

Dear Mayor, Councilors and Others,
Friends of the River Uncompahgre, (FORU), appreciates the opportunity citizens had to participate in the City Comprehensive Review process on March 20th.  In response to questions about what is important to preserve around the city, participants at both forums said that protecting the Uncompahgre River corridor and wildlife habitat should get the highest priority.  FORU looks forward to working in partnership with the City of Montrose and other interested parties to develop a plan for growth which allows for benefit to the community from both economic development and preservation of the riparian corridor of the Uncompahgre River.  FORU maintain that it is possible to build for the economic growth necessary for a vital community without sacrificing the integrity of the fragile riparian habitat.  With vision and creative planning the two are not mutually exclusive.
The question before us regarding the Uncompahgre River is Public Notice #200675509, March 2, 2007, from the Army Corps of Engineers which ‘is evaluating a permit application to construct the River Landing project, which would result in impacts to approximately 2.39 acres of waters of the United States, including wetlands, in or adjacent to the Uncompahgre River. . . .This application is being evaluated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act for the discharge of dredged or fill material in waters of the United States.’
I submit the following facts for your review:

· A 404 permit must be issued prior to any disturbance of waters or wetlands which fall under the jurisdiction of the Army Corps of Engineers.

· A water quality certification or a waiver as required under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act from the Colorado Dept. of Public Health and Environment, Water Quality Control Division is required for the River Landing project. The 
public comment period for the Corps and the WQCD begin at the same time. 
· During the 30 day public notice period the public is able to submit comments which are used by the Corps ‘to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal.’  Comments can include a request for possible alternatives to the proposed activity, which have not been provided to the public by the applicant through the Corps notice, and a request for a public hearing. 
· The time for permit application, public notice, public comment, necessary hearings, and completion of an environmental assessment is meant to occur at the beginning of a project. That way all necessary expertise and examination of impacts to the riparian corridor and specifically water quality can be brought to bear as a community evaluates what is in its best interests.  Ground breaking should occur only when the required permits are in place.
· The River Landing project is already over 6 months into development with two buildings under construction.  Ken Jacobson of the Army Corps has confirmed  that some fill has begun.  Retaining walls are in place along the river bank.  Work is proceeding without proper permits and public review.

· Natural wetlands are vital to the health of the riparian ecosystem and water quality of streams.  The Uncompahgre River is listed on the 303(d) list of impaired waters.  As you know, many organizations and concerned individuals have been actively working to improve conditions, including water quality, in and along the entire river corridor. Wetlands provide necessary biologic activity to bind contaminants from human activity near streams which are picked up during storm run off, thereby providing natural purification of the water.  Further wetlands degradation is a serious concern on the Uncompahgre River because it has already been so heavily impacted by human activity over many years.  Any damage that has already been done or will be done with proper permit must be mitigated and restoration must occur on the river site at River Landing, not at some distant property with no relationship to the river.
· There is no state or federal regulatory oversight of riparian corridors as an integral                 whole. The Army Corps has defined jurisdiction distinct from storm water permit
oversight, and water quality control jurisdiction.  As development plans are reviewed the cumulative effects of past, present and future human impacts to the river must be taken into consideration, not just impacts at an individual site.   It is up to us as a community to establish oversight procedures to guide growth and development for the preservation of open space and protection of the Uncompahgre River corridor as a living ecosystem and public natural amenity.  
· Economic benefits to a community are measurable.  It is hard to measure and to document the benefits a healthy river corridor brings to those who live, work and play next to it and find solace in its natural beauty. 

In light of these facts, many of us in the community are requesting that the Army Corps hold a public hearing to clarify the River Landing development plan, discuss alternatives to minimize impacts to aquatic resources and help determine the place and manner for wetland impact mitigation and restoration of habitat.  There is significant public concern that the River Landing project has been allowed to progress to the degree that it has without public comment, an environmental impact statement and proper permits.  Doing our best to protect the river corridor requires partnership and negotiation with all parties involved: organizations like FORU, the public, you, as elected or appointed officials, the developer, regulatory agencies, and those with relevant expertise.  Our common goal must be to get the best possible management practices in place at this site and future sites which provide maximum benefit and value to the public. 

FORU asks you to request a public hearing in your response to the Army Corps Public Notice to assure the public that you support this community partnership and public dialogue about the benefit to the public in doing what is best to protect Uncompahgre River waters and the riparian corridor.
Thank you,

Elizabeth Roscoe

Friends of the River Uncompahgre, Board Member
P.O. Box 3592

Montrose, Co   81402
249-0397

